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ness, he in effect waived it aside. In vain did our envoy follow the Emperor from city to city for some weeks, and urge him to join the Allies. Leopold, with his usual penetration, saw that the situation favoured the two Empires, provided that they held together; and Pitt's offer appeared to him merely an ingenious means of separating them. Further, Kaunitz detected the rift in the Anglo-Prussian concert, and the hatred of England which pervaded the letters of Marie Antoinette to the Emperor may also have strengthened his resolve to dally with Pitt's proposals, even while he took the most effective means of thwarting them. The Polish Revolution of 3rd May 1791, soon to be described, also led Leopold to draw closer to Russia. Thus, despite affable converse with Elgin in the towns of Lombardy, he instructed his envoys at Sistova to raise their demands and assume an arrogant tone. The Turks received this rebuff with oriental composure, and, having the support of Keith and Lucchesini, resisted this flagrant attempt of Austria to shuffle out of the Rcichcnbach compact. Accordingly the early days of June 1791 witnessed a break in the negotiations and a rapid increase of warlike preparations on the Danube—a turn of affairs highly favourable to Catharine.1
The indignation of Pitt and Grenville at the double-dealing of Leopold finds expression in a note of the latter to Auckland (6th July): " If the Emperor does break faith with us at last, he docs it in a manner so directly and personally disgraceful to himself, that it is hard to suppose he can make up his mind to hear fill that he must hear in such a case."6 In these words we see the cause of the distrust of the Emperor which clogged all attempts at an Anglo-Austrian compact directed against French democracy. Events, therefore, told heavily against Pitt's efforts to bring about an honourable compromise with Russia. Nothing, however, is further from the truth than to represent his offers to Catharine as a humiliating surrender. The instructions to
1 Vivcnot, i, 126-37, '72-6; Clnplmm "Causes of the War of 1792," ch, iv; " Keith's Mems.," it, 436-41, 448- S°. too, Whit worth to Leeds, 22nd April 1791: "Count Cobenzl continues buoying them [the Russians] up with the hopes of his Contt taking- a part in the war" (" F. O.," Russia, 20).
* B.M. Add. MSS.j 34438. The despatches printed in Vivenot (i, i72-8r) show that the arrival of Bischoffswerder at Milan on nth June helped to thwart the efforts of Lord Elgin. Elgin, suggested to PIU on 15111 June that, If war broke out, he could convict the Emperor of hindering the pacification (Pitt MSS., 132).
